• Cities have become the new battleground of our increasingly urban world. From the slums of the global South to the wealthy financial centres of the West, Cities Under Siege traces the spread of political violence through the sites, spaces, infrastructure and symbols of the world's rapidly expanding metropolitan areas.
• A new original study of the subtle interpenetration of global geopolitics and the micro-politics of cities and neighbourhoods from the ground-breaking expert of the rapidly rising, crucial, field of urban geopolitics -acts of war against cities and their inhabitants.
• Drawing on a wealth of original research, Stephen Graham uncovers the New Military Urbanism that now permeates the entire fabric of our urban lives, from subway and transport systems hardwired with high-tech "command and control" systems and the infection of civilian policy with all-pervasive "security" discourses; to the militarization of popular culture.
• Graham diagnoses the 'boomerang effect' pattern in New Military urbanism, just as in the nineteenth century when European colonial nations imported the fingerprinting, panoptic prisons and Haussmanization; strategies of control pioneered on colonized frontiers.
• Now, through the dominance of the techniques of Western military technology and science, citydwellers become targets that need to be continually tracked, scanned, controlled and targeted, armies become high-tech urban counter-insurgency forces. Graham examines the transformation of Western militaries into high-tech urban counter-insurgency forces, the militarization and surveillance of international borders, the use of "security" concerns to suppress democratic dissent, and the enacting of legislation suspending "normal" civilian law. 
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